
 

 
622 Georges Road, Suite 301-302 | North Brunswick, NJ 08902 

P: 732-448-0004 | F: 732-448-0009 

 

Message from the Middlesex County Education Association Leadership 

 

Over the years, the Middlesex County Education Association (MCEA) has been a trusted 
exemplar of leadership in New Jersey on many issues. Our local associations are strong and 
organized. They build and maintain collaborative relationships with administrators, boards of 
education, and legislators that yield lasting positive results for members. The MCEA’s 
organizing and leadership templates are also used to strengthen county and local associations 
in other regions. We are referenced by New Jersey Education Association (NJEA) leadership 
and staff as a magnet county for the state. 

Though MCEA is an independent organization, we do not operate without the authority of the 
voting majority of our local association presidents. MCEA acts on the requests of our officers, 
executive board, local presidents, and representative council who were duly elected to 
represent our over 15,000 members. 

We have spent countless in hours virtual communication during the Covid-19 pandemic in an 
effort to gather information on how the health and rights of our members can be protected. 
MCEA leadership and committees are in continuous contact with the National Education 
Association (NEA), NJEA, Middlesex County Regional Chamber of Commerce (MCRCC), New 
Jersey Work Environment Council (WEC), the Healthy Schools Now Coalition, National PTA, 
and New Jersey legislators. Daily conversations are held with local presidents, NJEA field 
representatives, NJEA’s statewide officers, etc. as we work together to find the safest path for 
public education. 

MCEA provides all local presidents in the county the opportunity to join weekly Zoom meetings 
for a constant exchange of information, ideas, and strategies. Many of your presidents and 
colleagues have participated in these Zooms to advocate for a safe return to schools. If you 
have not participated, please contact your local association’s liaison to MCEA to ask them 
questions and provide your input. We may not, and do not, act on individual requests from 
members. Rather, we refer those requests to the member’s local association of origin for 
resolution. 

School districts are currently offering students the option of remote or hybrid in-person learning 
to comply with New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) and other state mandates. The 
district’s size, student enrollment, number of staff members, program funding sources, special 
education needs, geographic makeup, demographics, and transportation are a few of the items 
important to plan development. Due to the wide variations of these and other statistics, it is 
expected that school districts in Middlesex County will develop and release highly individualized 
plans. 
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The MCEA cannot support or recommend any individual school district plan that requires 
in-person learning at this time. Our extensive discussions on Covid-19 with national, state, 
and local entities, compiled with recent reports from the medical and scientific communities, 
have led MCEA to the position that due to the highly contagious and potentially life 
threatening aspects of Covid-19, as well as high indoor transmission rates, any return to 
in-person learning at this time is NOT SAFE for our members and students. 

Though there is no substitute for the benefits of in-person learning, MCEA insists that the health 
of our members and students remains the number one concern. In addition, we are advocating 
for trainings and professional development on high-quality remote instruction to be made readily 
available through home districts, local associations, or NJEA. 

We call on our elected officials, the NJDOE, and Gov. Phil Murphy to prioritize the health and 
safety of educators and students by mandating an all-remote return to school for every district in 
Middlesex County. We additionally urge that an all-remote opening become either mandated, or 
offered as an official option, for all New Jersey school districts until the significant threat of 
Covid-19 has passed. 

The Middlesex County Education Association measures our success solely by how well we 
effectively advocate for, protect, and serve our membership. Educators belong with their 
students in a nurturing, danger free environment. We continue to loudly and persistently 
advocate for a SAFE return to work for our members and students! 

This county will ALWAYS advocate for great public schools that prioritize the health and safety 
of our members and the highest quality public education for students. 

  

In Unity, 

Lois Yukna 
President 

 
 
 


